Mungbean is an important kharif crop of Pakistan as well as the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. The overall yield of this crop is low and one of the main reasons is the poor genetic background of the existing mungbean varieties in the country. Mungbean varieties adapted to the growing conditions have purple hypocotyls, whereas mungbean varieties with green hypocotyls have an additional potential for sprouts production. In order to replenish the existing pool of mungbean varieties with better ones, a locally adapted mungbean variety "NM 92" and an exotic Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus (MYMV) susceptible variety "VC 1560D" were crossed (NM 92 x VC 1560D) in kharif 2004 at Nuclear Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA), Peshawar. Single plants selections for more pods plant -1 , semi erect growth, purple/green hypocotyls color, resistance to MYMV disease, and confirmation of breeding behavior of these traits were carried-out in F2 -F5 generations during 2006-2010. One of the recombinants designated as NFM-5-36-27 was selected on the basis of overall better performance with green hypocotyls color, and further evaluated in disease screening nurseries and various replicated yield trials. NFM-5-36-27 produced seed yield of 530 to 2076 kg ha -1 in replicated yield trials conducted during different years and locations compared with the check variety Ramzan (316 -1417 kg ha -1 ) with 38% to 68% increases in seed yield over Ramzan. In Mungbean National Uniform Yield Trial conducted in 2015 and 2017, NFM-5-36-27 produced higher seed yields of 725 and 996 kg ha -1 , respectively compared with national checks. NFM-5-36-27 has a future potential for mungbean sprouts production in the country due to its green hypocotyls color. NFM-5-36-27 was recommended as new mungbean commercial variety with the name "NIFA Mung -19 by the KP Provincial Seed Council in its 38 th meeting held on 3 rd January, 2018 at Peshawar.
Introduction
Among kharif season pulses, mungbean (Vigna radiata (L.) Wilczek) enjoys a unique position as it is grown on marginal lands of the country with negligible external inputs, therefore other major kharif crops e.g. maize, cotton, rice etc cannot find place in such cropping system because of requirements for huge quantities of external inputs. Currently, mungbean is grown on an area of 178.7 thousand hectares in Pakistan and 7.5 thousand hectares in KP [1] . The average national yield of mungbean is far below as compared to other neighboring countries. This is mainly because of the limited availability of local mungbean varieties with high yield potential as well as strong base for disease resistance, which in turn is the result of narrow genetic base of most of the local varieties. As pulses are grown by the farmers with small land-holdings, the only attractive trait of a new commercial variety is the higher grain yield [2, 3] , and easy availability of such varieties to the farmers ensures harvesting of benefits from these varieties [4, 5] . New seed varieties ensure yield enhancement as well as higher per unit land production as compared to the traditional crop varieties [6] . It is therefore possible to increase both production and area under mungbean cultivation in the KP and the country as well through development of improved mungbean varieties.In order to fill the gap, agricultural research institutes in the country are taking efforts to develop new high yielding mungbean varieties with major share being contributed by the Punjab Province, and have released few commercial varieties with better yield potential and disease resistance [7] . These varieties perform well under local environmental conditions, whereas their yield performance does not remain stable under KP's growth conditions possibly due to differences in environmental conditions. Nuclear Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA), Peshawar realized this need and initiated an organized Research & Development (R&D) work on mungbean, and developed/evolved two high yielding and disease resistant varieties namely "Ramzan" [8] and NIFA Mung -17 best suited to the environmental conditions of the KP. Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus (MYMV) disease is devastating to overall mungbean production, and the only viable solution is the development of mungbean varieties with inherent potential to withstand this disease with little or no impact on seed yield. MYMV disease resistance is the effect of certain modifying genes [9] , and gathering such favorable genes in a single high yielding genotype guarantees protection of seed yield potential of that particular genotype/cultivar. It further improves overall acceptability and adoptability of such varieties among mungbean growers. Apart from other uses, mungbean is also valued for sprouts production, and these are an important part of daily diets in many countries e.g. China, Malaysia, Korea etc [10] . Mungbean sprouts are only produced from mungbean plant types having green hypocotyls color. If proper markets for mungbean sprouts are explored in Pakistan, this will positively enhance revenue generated from mungbean crop, and will contribute towards uplifting living standards of farmers of marginal lands in the country. The current manuscript discusses development/evolution of new high yielding mungbean variety "NIFA Mung -19.
Materials and Methods
An exotic mungbean accession "VC1560D" susceptible to MYMV disease from the Asian Regional Centre -Asian Vegetable Research and Development Centre (ARC -AVRDC), Thailand, and a local MYMV resistant cultivar "NM 92" were used in the current study. These were hybridized as single crosscombination ( Plant-to-plant and row-to-row distances were maintained at 10 cm and 30, respectively, and each plot was replicated three times. The crop was sown under irrigated conditions and irrigation was applied as and when required. All statistical analyses were performed according to Steel and Torrie, [12] . MYMV disease reaction data was recorded following standard procedure [13] . Breeding history of NIFA Mung -19 (recombinant NFM-5-36-27) is presented in (Table 1) . In (Table 11) 
